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It’s hard not to get really jaded if you’re even casually following the redistricting battle playing out in Albany these days. 

Think about how frustrating it is to watch the back and forth between legislative leaders and Gov. Andrew Cuomo – all the back-room dealing, the double-speak, the self-interested deal-cutting. Basically politics at its worst. 

Now, imagine how members of Congress feel as they twist in the wind with their political fates in the hands of state lawmakers. 

Members of the New York delegation have adopted different strategies to deal with redistricting. Some hired pricey lobbyists to plead their respective cases in Albany. 

Others are taking a more hands-on approach, personally calling their local lawmakers to check up on their progress – sometimes placing multiple calls in a single day. 

Rep. Bill Owens, whose NY-23 district is likely to change significantly when this is all over, particularly if the special master maps stand, says he has adopted a “a watching-and-waiting scenario, not a conversational scenario.”

But that doesn’t mean this redistricting process hasn’t jaded him. Asked yesterday for his opinion on when the Legislature might come to a deal on the congressional maps – assuming they’re even able to do so – the North Country Democrat replied: 

“I would expect them to be finalized about an hour before the court of appeals renders its decision next week.”
(I think Owens means the special master, since she’s facing a March 15 deadline for her final redistricting proposal. Whatever the finished product is might very well be the subject of one or more legal challenges and perhaps make it up to the state’s highest court, but that’s getting a bit ahead of ourselves). 
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